
AUGUST at ST LAWRENCE 

 
At the Annual Meeting on Wednesday we discussed how we might operate now that legal restrictions 

have been lifted and also taking into consideration national and diocesan advice about moving forward 

safely from Stage 4 but also with Christian compassion and due diligence for the feelings, health and 

vulnerabilities of others.  The government are calling this a sense of “public responsibility” and the 

health professionals and experts are still urging a great degree of caution as this variant runs its course.  

In one of the regular letters to clergy, Bishop Pete wrote this week: 

Step 4 out of Lockdown and the end of mandatory restrictions 
I assume it will come as no surprise to any of you for me to confirm that as of today, Monday 19 July, 
almost all mandatory restrictions on social gatherings are abolished.  The implications for church life are 
considerable, and you can find the latest guidance issued by the Recovery Group of the national 
church here.  I’m afraid it runs to 12 pages, but if you are reading this, you almost certainly need to read 
that!  Specifically, there is information here relating to: 
            * wearing face masks in church (no longer mandatory) 
            * choral and congregational singing (no longer restricted) 
            * attendances at baptisms, weddings and funerals (no longer restricted) 
            * group sizes for congregational worship (no longer restricted) 
            * social distancing measures (no longer required) 
            * sharing in the common cup at the Eucharist (now permitted) 
            * children and youth work (no longer restricted) 
            * catering in church (no longer restricted) 
and so on… 
  

However… while the legal position is actually pretty clear (very little is now mandatory, though the rules 

around self-isolation after contact with a positive case of Covid-19 do have to be followed), the pastoral 

position is much more complicated!  Bishop Sophie and I want to recognise this, and support you as 

much as we possibly can.  There are two key messages: 

1. Responsibility for what restrictions are maintained and what are eased does, I’m afraid, default to 

incumbents (and in the absence of an incumbent, to church wardens working hand in hand with the 

Area Dean).  We are well aware of the pressure this places on those of you involved, at short notice and 

without consultation.  We are here to support you as much as we possibly can.  There is no ‘one size fits 

all’ solution to the dilemmas we will face over the coming weeks, as we seek what is right and good – 

but we do not want those of you responsible for decision making to feel isolated or left to get on with 

it.  Please seek our counsel and support.  Our desire is to take as much of the load off your shoulders as 

we can! 

2.  Secondly, the watchword in the national guidance is caution.  Just because you don’t have to offer 

hand-sanitizer on entry and exit, doesn’t mean you must not.  Just because you can now restore 

congregational singing, without masks, doesn’t mean you must.  Just because you can now restore the 

common cup, or the sharing of the Peace, doesn’t mean you must.  And so on.  If you can find 10 

minutes to read with care the latest guidance, you will find much wisdom on specific issues, such as 

applying different standards to different church gatherings, options for the administration of Holy 

Communion, and so on.  

Bishop Sophie and I share the view that St Paul’s Letter to the Romans, chapters 14 and 15, are vital 

here.  The Apostle sets out there some principles for the church, to live well together as members of the 

Body of Christ.  ‘Let us therefor no longer pass judgment on one another’, he says, but resolves instead 

never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another’.  (14.13). ‘We who are strong ought to 

put up with the failings of the weak, and not please ourselves. Each of us must please our neighbour, for 

https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a548e70439b32dbf33976a767&id=90f060f80b&e=0369286431


the good purpose of building up our neighbour’ (15.1-2) ‘May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Jesus Christ, so that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ’.  We take these 

texts to mean: go at the pace of the slowest!  

Our own advice, which is simply that, is to seize the opportunity offered by the summer recess to adopt 

a gradual approach, only easing restrictions incrementally; but we will support you in whatever you 

deem to be right in your local context.” 

……………………………………………………………………… 

Bearing all this in mind and after consultation at the APCM and with our wardens, from this Sunday + 

during August we are asking you to please follow the revised guidelines below as far as you are able: 

 The booking system will no longer be operating and you will no longer need to check in! 
You are advised to still use the Track and Trace app if you are able, but we will still make a list of 
those present for contact purposes. 
Therefore please let us know if you develop Covid so we can inform others. 

 Please sanitise yours hands on arrival and exit + before taking Communion as before. 
If you react badly to sanitiser, please wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap instead.  

 Please continue to wear a face covering while you are in church. 
If you would rather not wear a face covering then we would ask you to sit in the transepts of the 
church out of consideration for those who still want or need to wear one and may be vulnerable 
themselves or living with someone who is.  

 Please continue to sit on alternate pews and maintain social distancing of at least 1 metre 
However as bubbles are no longer in place you may of course sit with who you like on the same 
row as long as they are in agreement!  

 On Sundays we will be singing 2 songs/hymns in church and the guidelines advise that masks or 
visors should be worn and voices are kept low! 
Wednesday Communions will as always not involve singing! 

 We will still be sharing the peace with a wave and smiley eyes! 
Communion will still only be in one kind for this period.   
I would be interested to hear your thoughts about how we move forward with this. 

 Please keep a safe distance on entering and leaving the church - or chat to people outside if you 
want to remove your face coverings! 

 We will still be cleaning and sanitising the church in between services and ventilating the building 
as much as possible to keep our risk of passing on COVID as low as we can.  

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND CO-OPERATION! 
 

 
We are really looking forward to welcoming more of you back to St Lawrence  

and want everyone to feel safe whilst here.  
If you have any questions or concerns please do  

ring, email or speak to me or our churchwardens. 
 

Lastly we rejoice that Baptisms and Weddings are also starting up again  

with similar guidelines as services but still with restricted numbers at the moment. 

We have over 80 baptisms booked in and awaiting dates  

and the phone is still ringing almost daily with new ones! 

We have a lot of weddings to rebook.  

Please pray for all who have had and still will have a very long wait for these special life events. 



 

 


